
 
Be A Part Of The “Miracle” 

With Broadway Classroom Teacher And 
Matilda Cast Member Thayne Jasperson

As a continuing part of Broadway Classroom’s feature on our teaching artists, 
please meet Thayne Jasperson from Matilda! Check out his interview below to 
hear more about his life as a Broadway performer and teacher.

• How did you get started in theatre? Was there a particular moment you 
knew this was what you wanted to do with your life? 

“When I was in 2nd Grade I lived in Wyoming and I started clogging. I loved 
it, but I got made fun of by all the boys so I quit. But after High School, once I 
made the decision that I wanted to act, sing and dance, I wasn’t going to let 
anything stop me anymore. I started taking all kinds of dance classes - ballet, 
jazz, hip hop, modern, tap and then I took acting for theatre and film. I  
remember knowing I could work as a performer, and I knew I was definitely 
doing this.”

• What was your audition like for Matilda?
“The Matilda audition was crazy. I had maybe 4 or 5 auditions and I went in 
and danced with a big group of boys, and they made several cuts. They finally 
gathered everyone on the third audition that they were seriously looking at, and 
had us all sing. It’s a very vibrant show and I love the music and loved the char-
acters.

• Matilda is not your first Broadway show, what was your first Broadway show?
“My first Broadway show was Newsies, which was amazing. Thousands of  
people auditioned, so to even be cast in it was incredible. It was a hard  
decision to leave Newsies for Matilda but I was ready to diversify.” 

• If you could play any part what would that be? 
“I have two. I love characters that are very physical. One role would be Tarzan 
because I love the physicality of being this “monkey man” who transforms in to 
a “man.” I’d also like to be in Bat Boy, again, another physicalized character.”

• Do you have a favorite moment in your show? 
“My favorite moment in the show is during the song “When I Grow Up”. I get to 
run forward and swing over the audience and you hear them gasp under you. 
The song is beautiful and who doesn’t want to swing on stage?” 

• Why do you like teaching for Broadway Classroom? 
“Broadway Classroom is fun because the students are always excited to work 
with a Broadway performer. The energy is great because they are excited and I 
love that it’s taught as if it were a rehearsal. They come in and learn part of the 
song and I teach them some choreography, and they have to spit it right back 
out. I love it all.” 

• What advice would you give an aspiring actor?
“I would say to become as well rounded as possible and if you want to do it - 
you can! People put themselves down and get closed off, whether it’s their  
parents or their friends or others telling them they can’t do it but if somebody 
wants to be a performer you can do it. There are all kinds of possibilities you just 
have to keep pushing for it.” 

With over 15 years of success, Broadway Classroom has a workshop program for 
every type of group! There are 16 different workshops to choose from and each 

can be scheduled at your group’s convenience and customized to match  
the age level and skill set for every type of participant - from  

elementary schools to corporate retreats. 

Call 1-800 BROADWAY x2 or email info@broadwayclassroom.com 
to book your Broadway Classroom workshop today!


