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Welcome to the wonderful world of Andrew Lloyd Webber’s The Wizard of Oz, based on the 
original story by L. Frank Baum and the screenplay of the 1939 MGM musical.

This guide has been specially created to ensure that the children and young people who come to 
see the show have the best possible experience. It’s full of ideas for curriculum work inspired by the 
show, suitable for the whole age range from Kindergarten to Grade Twelve. 

The pack is colour coded across the spectrum of the rainbow.

  Red is Kindergarten to grade 1

  Orange is grade 2–6

  Yellow is grade 7–9

  Green is grade 9–11

  Blue is grade 12

Because we know teachers are secretly wonderful wizards, we know that you will enjoy mixing  
and matching from the sections which suit your students best; for this reason we haven’t put an  
age range on each individual page, just the colour. Each page can then be used in the classroom 
as you require.

In addition to the Education Pack there are a wealth of resources, interviews and blogs,  
including backstage insights into the making of the show at:

http://www.mirvish.com/shows/thewizardofoz

This pack is brought to you by Helen Cadbury and Anna Darvas at Theatrestudy Publications

www.theatrestudy.com

Introduction
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The Wizard of Oz is both enchanting and spectacular, but just occasionally some younger 
children may be overwhelmed or even frightened. As well as reading the story on the next page, 
here are some suggestions of the kind of questions you might want to work through with your class.

Expectations

Have you seen a live show at a theatre before?

Have you been to the cinema or watched a drama on TV?

Have you seen a play in school, maybe a nativity or an assembly? 

In some ways it’s the same: real people are telling a story, and they are dressed up, pretending to 
be the characters in that story. In the theatre there are other things to help them, such as special 
lights and sound effects that come through speakers. There is music too, played by real musicians. 
And it’s all happening live, in front of you, at the exact moment you are seeing it.

Getting ready

Think about how the actors are getting ready. While you are travelling to the theatre, they are 
putting on their make-up and getting into costume. 

What do you think they will need to do to become their characters?

Some of them will need to change their hair. How might they do that?

Some of them might need to change the shape of their faces. How will they do that?

Watch the actress, Hannah Waddingham, getting ready to play Miss Gulch.

http://www.wizardofozthemusical.com/2011/04/04/hannah-waddingham-becoming-miss-gulch-part-1 

http://www.wizardofozthemusical.com/2011/04/12/hannah-waddingham-becoming-miss-gulch-part-2/

http://www.wizardofozthemusical.com/2011/04/15/hannah-waddingham-becoming-miss-gulch-part-3/ 

Preparing to see the show

Note to teachers: For younger children, seeing how a character like Miss Gulch or the Wicked Witch of the West is 
created will not spoil the story but may prevent it from being too frightening, likewise, you may want to look at the information 
on the backstage page: Flying.
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The Story

 Many years ago, in a place called Kansas, there lived a little girl whose name was Dorothy.  
She didn’t have a Mom and Dad, so she lived with her Aunt Em and Uncle Henry on their farm. 
She had a dog named Toto and her friends were the people who worked on the farm. One day, 
her dog Toto got into trouble. He went into the neighbour’s garden. The neighbour was a woman 
called Miss Gulch. She was very angry and said she would take Toto to the sheriff and have him 
destroyed and if Aunt Em and Uncle Henry disagreed, she’d have them thrown off the farm! 
Dorothy was scared, so she picked up Toto and decided to run away from home.

 When she got beyond the farm, she met a very interesting person. He was called Professor 
Marvel and he had a little wagon with him. Painted on its side were the words: Professor Marvel’s 
Wonders of the World. He told her about all the wonderful places he’d seen. While they were 
talking, the weather began to change. It was getting windy and a storm was coming. It was a 
twister or tornado so she ran home as fast as she could.

 Meanwhile, Aunt Em, Uncle Henry and the farm workers were searching for Dorothy, but they 
had to hide from the storm. When she got back, it was too late, the door to the storm shelter was 
shut. She ran into the house but when the twister came, she fell and hit her head. The wind lifted the 
whole house, with Dorothy and Toto inside it, high up in the air and spun them round and round.

 When the house landed down on the ground, Dorothy found she was in a very different place. 
Instead of Kansas, where the colours were quite dull, she was somewhere bright and colourful. 
Underneath a glorious rainbow, Glinda, the Good Witch of the North appeared and welcomed 
her. Glinda congratulated Dorothy, because she had killed the Wicked Witch of the East; the house 
had landed right on top of her! Then some very small people appeared. They were called 
Munchkins and they were all singing songs in praise of Dorothy, when suddenly, the Wicked Witch 
of the West was among them. She was very angry with Dorothy for killing her sister and for 
stealing the magic ruby slippers, which belonged to her. Dorothy had no idea how the slippers 
came to be on her own feet, but they wouldn’t come off.

 Now Dorothy had made an enemy and Glinda thought it was time she went back to Kansas to 
be safe, but Dorothy didn’t know the way. Glinda told her to go to the Emerald City, to find the 
Wizard of Oz, who would be able to help her. So Dorothy said goodbye to the Munchkins and set 
off with Toto, down the Yellow Brick Road to find the Wizard of Oz.

 Along the way she met a scarecrow, who climbed down off his pole and decided to come with 
her. He was sad because he had no brain, just a head full of straw, and he was hoping the Wizard 
would be able to give him a brain, so they set off together.  A little further on they came upon a 
man made of tin. The poor Tin Man was all rusted up and couldn’t move, so they gave him some 
oil from his oil can. He was sad because he didn’t have a heart; he hoped that the Wizard would 
be able to give him one. He joined Dorothy and the Scarecrow and off they went to see the 
Wizard, but just then the Wicked Witch spied them and tried to frighten them. The Tin Man and the 
Scarecrow were not afraid and the three friends went on their way. But by now, the forest was 
getting darker and spookier and all of a sudden a lion appeared. He tried to fight the Scarecrow 

The wonderful story of The Wizard of Oz

Note to teachers: Why not read this aloud at story time, in preparation before, or as a reminder after, seeing the show?  
It also doubles as a synopsis for secondary students.

see page 7 for a simple drama technique to bring the story to life.
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and the Tin Man and even had a go at Toto, but Dorothy stood right up to him and punched him on 
the nose. The Lion burst into tears. It turned out that he was a very cowardly lion indeed and he 
had no courage at all. They all agreed that he should come along to see the Wizard and ask him 
for some courage. 

 Meanwhile, the Wicked Witch of the West was watching. She was determined to stop them,  
so she put a field of magic poppies in their way. Even though the four friends and Toto could see 
The Emerald City in the distance, the hazy smell of the poppies was making them fall asleep, all 
except the Tin Man and the Scarecrow. When they called for help, Glinda, the Good Witch of the 
North appeared and sent snow, which stopped the poppies’ magic and woke everyone up again.

 The Emerald City was a wonderful place where everything was green, but the Wizard didn’t 
want any visitors. The people were welcoming until the Wicked Witch appeared and threatened to 
destroy them if they didn’t give up Dorothy to her. Luckily they didn’t know who Dorothy was,  
so she was able to slip out of sight. Eventually the Wizard agreed to see the four friends. His huge 
face appeared on a screen and he was very frightening. He agreed to help them, but only if they 
brought back the Wicked Witch’s broomstick. Off they went, a little daunted by their task, to find 
the Witch’s castle.

 Meanwhile the Witch was plotting against Dorothy. She was preparing her army of Winkies 
and her flying monkeys. In the darkest, scariest part of the wood, the monkeys flew down and 
attacked the four friends. Dorothy and Toto were snatched up into the air and the others were 
scattered all around. The monkeys took Dorothy and Toto to the Wicked Witch’s Castle, where Toto 
managed to run away. The witch demanded the ruby slippers but the magic was too strong; the 
only way they could be taken off Dorothy’s feet was if Dorothy was no longer alive. So poor 
Dorothy was left locked up, while the Wicked Witch of the West plotted how to dispose of her.

The wonderful story of The Wizard of Oz 
continued
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The wonderful story of The Wizard of Oz
Continued

 In the forest, the Tin Man, the Scarecrow and the Cowardly Lion were trying to work out a plan 
for finding Dorothy, when Toto appeared. As they were plotting, they heard an army of Winkies 
returning to the castle so they followed them, disguised in Winky uniforms and managed to get into 
the castle just in time. Dorothy was so pleased to see them and together they were about to escape 
when the Witch caught them. She had a plan of her own to destroy them one by one. Her 
broomstick shot out a flame at the Scarecrow to burn him and quick as a flash, Dorothy grabbed a 
bucket of water and threw it at the flames. When the water touched the Wicked Witch of the West, 
she melted clean away. 

 There were great celebrations among the Winkies, who were now free, and also among the 
people of the Emerald City, but when Dorothy returned to tell the Wizard that they had carried out 
his wishes, he tried to send them away. Toto was sniffing around, like dogs do, when he nudged a 
lever and there was a flash and a bang. The screen vanished and behind it was a very ordinary 
man (who looked a lot like Professor Marvel) trying to make the machinery work. You see, he 
wasn’t a real wizard, he was just a fake, a ‘humbug’, as the Scarecrow called him. But he still 
found a way to help Dorothy’s friends. He issued a diploma to the Scarecrow, a medal to the Lion, 
and a heart-shaped watch as a testimonial to the Tin Man. He told Dorothy that he was from 
Kansas too and had come to Oz in a hot-air balloon. He offered to take Dorothy home in it and 
said that the Scarecrow, Tin Man and Lion should rule Oz in his absence. 

 As the balloon was about to take off, Toto ran away and the Wizard left without Dorothy.  
Now she was very unhappy, how ever would she get home? Just then, Glinda appeared and told 
Dorothy that the power to get home was in the ruby slippers. So Dorothy said goodbye to her 
friends and tapped her heels together three times, repeating: ‘there’s no place like home.’ Before 
she knew it, she was waking up in her own bed in Kansas, with Aunt Em, Uncle Henry and the 
farm hands welcoming her back. She tried to tell them about the amazing adventures she’d had, 
but to them it was all just her dream. 

Drama ExErcisE
With the children in a circle, read through once. then through again; pausing at each paragraph/section or scene from  
the story for a few children to come into the circle as the people in that paragraph. they then make a still picture/ freeze frame/ 
tableau of the most important moment in that paragraph. If you have a little bell, this can be the magic story bell. When it rings, 
that picture disappears (the children sit back down) and you move on to the next paragraph. this will help them to recall the 
story in images as well as words. It will also give them points of identification with the play when they see it on stage.
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Things to look out for
 …at the beginning of the show

This worksheet could be discussed before the show, then put away and filled in at the intermission.  
Don’t try to fill it in while you are watching or you will miss things.

When you are sitting in the theatre waiting for the show to start, what do you notice? 

What is the atmosphere? (In other words – what does it feel like?)

In Kansas, on the farm, we know straight away that Miss Gulch is a ‘bad guy’ and that Aunt Em  
and Uncle Henry are good.  
What tells us this? (Think about how they move and speak, and what they wear.)

Look very carefully at the faces of the farm hands: Zeke, Hunk and Hickory.  
Who in the land of Oz looks very similar to them?

Listen out for the music during the storm.  
How does it help tell the story?

There is a very famous film of The Wizard of Oz.  
Which parts of the show feel like watching a film?  
Can you work out how these effects are created?

What looks different when Dorothy arrives in Oz?  
And how does this make you feel when you watch it happen?
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Things to talk about, write about, 
make and do after the show

Who was your favourite character?

What colour was their costume?

Can you draw or paint them?

Can you remember how they moved?

What did their voice sound like?

Can you remember any of their songs?

What advice would you give to a cowardly lion?

In a group, take turns to create a still picture, with your bodies, of your favourite moment in the 
show. See if the rest of the class can guess what that moment is.

Moving:

1. Shake out your hands and arms, then your feet and your legs, to warm up.

2. Then stand evenly on two feet and try to be as still as you can.

3. Now, see if you can let your muscles go floppy, relaxing each limb in turn.

4. What happens if you start to walk forward? Do you feel a bit like a scarecrow? 

5. Repeat this idea with the Tin Man. How do you move if all your joints are stuck?

6. Each ‘Tin Man’ could be paired with a partner with an oil can, who gradually  
 releases the stiff joints.

7. How does the Lion move? He is big and strong but a little bit scared.  
 Can you move like a cowardly lion? What happens when he gets his courage?  
 How do we move when we are feeling strong and brave?

8. If the class is split into threes, with one of each ‘friend’ in each group – play the music  
 for If I only had a heart, a brain, the nerve – with each one moving in their own  
 individual way, then gradually move together until they are in unison, moving to  
 We’re off to see the Wizard

Making: 

Have a go at making Munchkin toadstools by decorating umbrellas (make sure you cover the tips  
of the spokes for safety).

Dancing:

Create your own dance for the Munchkins to celebrate at Ding Dong the Witch is Dead.  
When you watched the show, did you notice when this tune appeared a second time?
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Professor Marvel’s guide to rainbows 
part one

Wowee! I love a rainbow, don’t you?  
Can you remember all the colours of the rainbow, in the right order?  
I bet you can! 

Colour them in here

Write them here

I have a couple of ways to help me remember the order of the colours.  
I’ve hidden them upside down at the bottom of the page.

So, who knows how a rainbow is made?  
Why are you all pointing at me?  
You think I know?   
Well you try and explain it first then I’ll have a go on the next page…

red, orange, yellow, green, blue, indigo, violet can be remembered 
 by saying the name roy G Biv
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Professor Marvel’s guide to rainbows 
part TWO

Well, a rainbow is a marvellous thing. Since the beginning of time, human beings have been trying 
to explain what a rainbow is. Here are a few ideas from the past:

The Native American tribes believed that the rainbow was a bridge between life and death.  
Which makes you think, doesn’t it? You could say that little Dorothy Gale had a near death  
experience in that storm.

In Norse myths, the rainbow was also a bridge between earth and Asgard, the home of the gods, 
but only the very brave or virtuous could cross it. Yet, again, I’d say young Dorothy should qualify, 
after all she stands up to Miss Gulch and isn’t afraid to bop a lion on the nose.

Meanwhile, over in ancient Greece, the messenger goddess Iris always appeared in rainbow 
colours and later on, she travelled on the rainbow bringing news from Zeus. (Funnily enough  
she was also thought to be responsible for putting the holes in cheese. Amazing!)

In Irish stories, the rainbow led to a pot of gold, buried by the Leprechauns; but of course,  
if you tried to find the end of the rainbow, you never could, for very important scientific reasons,  
which I will explain forthwith.

The scientific bit about rainbows

Light is made up of a series of colours. They are (altogether now…!)

RED, ORANGE, YELLOW, GREEN, BLUE, INDIGO AND VIOLET

Each colour has a different WAVELENGTH. When sunlight passes through the water in a single 
drop of rain it bends and becomes what is called REFRACTED LIGHT.

Each colour bends according to its WAVELENGTH and REFLECTS off the back of the water droplet.

We see a rainbow because the water droplets are hanging in the air and the sun is behind us.  
The sun’s white light reveals the full spectrum of colours. Did you know that each person is seeing  
a slightly different rainbow, because what you see depends on the angle of the light?

Refraction and reflection in a raindrop,  
producing a rainbow. 

White light separates into different colours 
(wavelengths) on entering the raindrop, as red light  
is refracted by a lesser angle than blue light.  
On leaving the raindrop, the red rays have turned 
through a smaller angle than the blue rays,  
producing a rainbow.
(Wikipedia Commons)
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Follow the Yellow Brick Road
The Wizard of Oz: A timeline

 1856 
 L. Frank Baum born in Chittenango, 
 New York

 1886 
 Baum publishes his first book,  
 on how to raise chickens

 1897 
 Dorothy makes her first appearance in Baum’s book:  
 Mother Goose in Prose

 1900 
 The book of The Wonderful Wizard of Oz  
 by L. Frank Baum is published and is a great hit

 1902 
 A stage musical of The Wizard of Oz  
 is produced and runs on Broadway for 293 shows

 Between 1902 and 1919 
 Baum writes 13 sequels to The Wizard of Oz

 1919 
 Baum dies in Hollywood

 1925
 A silent movie of The Wizard of Oz is made,  
 starring Oliver Hardy as the Tin Man

 1939 
 MGM makes The Wizard of Oz  
 starring Judy Garland, billed as “the happiest film ever”

 2011
 The Wizard of Oz opens at the London Palladium

2012
The Wizard of Oz opens at the Ed Mirvish Theatre

Further actIvIty: research the life of L. Frank Baum. can you find out what the L stands for? What were his views on the 
status of women and how did this affect the kind of female characters he created? Which character in The Wizard of Oz 
do you think is most like its author?
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A brief history of L. Frank Baum

 The original children’s story, The Wonderful Wizard of 
Oz, was published by L. Frank Baum in 1900. Baum had set 
out to write an original American fairytale, and in this he 
more than succeeded, creating a fairytale which is recognised 
all around the world. But who was Baum?

 Born in May 1856, into a wealthy family, he grew up  
on his parents’ large, country estate, called Rose Lawn.  
His parents were devout Methodists and initially he and his 
siblings were educated at home. But when he was twelve,  
he was sent to a military school, where he was very unhappy. 
A boy who liked to daydream, he was so miserable that two 
years later he came home again. His father gave him a 
printing press and as a teenager he began to write and print 
his own magazines. At the age of twenty he became 
interested in breeding chickens and his first book was about 
rearing a particular variety of poultry called a Hapsburg.

 Baum was fascinated by theatre, as a performer, director and writer. In 1880, his father built 
him a theatre in Richburg, New York. He wrote and composed songs for a play called The Maid  
of Arran, but none of the scripts, or the theatre itself, survived a fire during the run of a subsequent, 
and unfortunately titled play, Matches. Meanwhile, Baum had met and married Maud Gage, whose 
mother Matilda Gage was a famous women’s suffrage activist. Baum’s own political views would 
henceforth be linked to the women’s suffrage movement. His belief in equality for women was 
upheld in many of his books, where strong female characters lead the stories. (For example, in the 
first sequel, The Marvelous Land of Oz, the girls and women of Oz stage a revolt by knitting 
needles. They take over, and make the men do the household chores.)

 Baum tried his hand at running a shop, ‘Baum’s Bazaar’, but he was no businessman and 
managed to bankrupt the business. He then edited a newspaper, but that failed too and he had to 
move with his family to Humbolt Park, Chicago, where he became a reporter on an evening 
newspaper. He also edited a trade paper about window displays, which extolled the virtues of 
mechanical and moving models in department store windows. This theme of new technology 
emerges throughout Baum’s stories. He was fascinated by new inventions and saw the birth of 
electric light, as well as predicting the computer in a later sequel, The Tik-Tok Man of Oz.

 By 1897, Baum was working as a travelling salesman, when he had his first success in 
publishing children’s literature; Mother Goose in Prose was a selection of well-known rhymes  
re-written as prose stories. In 1900, this was followed by the publication of The Wonderful Wizard 
of Oz, which was a hit. A stage version followed two years later, for which Baum wrote the lyrics.  
It was the first of many adaptations, including three silent films, until the famous film of 1939, 
starring Judy Garland.

 Meanwhile Baum went on to write a staggering number of books, including at least thirteen 
sequels to The Wizard of Oz; unfortunately this didn’t prevent him from becoming bankrupt again, 
after several ill-fated schemes. He bounced back and died in Hollywood in 1919, twenty years 
before the MGM adaptation of his most famous book would be a long-lasting worldwide hit,  
and which inspired our own production.
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Professor Marvel’s Magic Lantern Show

This extravagant appliance
Mainly magic, slightly science

Magic Lantern shows were a very popular form of 
entertainment before the invention of cinema. 
They were the ancestor of slide shows and of 
course, modern Powerpoint presentations.

One of the earliest known European references of 
an image being projected onto a wall by means 
of light is in Italy in 1420, when Giovanni 
Fontana displayed the figure of a devil on a wall.  
By the mid-seventeenth century, scientists had 
improved on the system by adding a lens. 
Christian Huygens, the Dutch scientist, also 
famous for his wave theory of light, is credited 
with inventing the projecting lantern. The term 
Lanterna Magica (or magic lantern) was first used 
by Thomas Walgenstein in around 1665.

By the late 18th century the magic lantern had 
developed further still and was now in the  
hands of showmen, who created amazing effects, 
mainly used to terrify the audience.  
These Phantasmagoria, as they were known, 
played on the public’s belief in magic and ghosts.  
The spectacular special effects created were the 
forerunners of projection and lighting effects used 
in the theatre today.

By the late 19th century, in America, travelling 
showmen carried their magic lanterns across the 
wide open spaces, bringing much needed 
entertainment to isolated rural communities. There 
was no foreign travel, so images of faraway 
places were brought to the people.



Professor Marvel’s Magic Lantern Show

PROFESSOR MARVEL SINGS:

There’s the Nile, now some don’t give a hoot  
that it’s the longest river,  
but we know in miles of course,  
it’s four-one-eighty sea to source

Is he right? 

And how long is it in kilometres?

Make your own Marvellous Magic Lantern show…

1. Re-create the side of the cart with a large piece of cardboard or plywood.

2. Stick on some wheels.

3. Paint it with elaborate lettering to entice your audience.

4. Research your own marvels of the world. Where are the places you have never seen?  
 Are they the same as Professor Marvel’s or are they different?

5. Make a Powerpoint presentation and present it to the class, projected on to the wagon.

6. Remember – the most important thing about Professor Marvel is the way he really ‘sells’  
 the experience. You will need to write a script to make your presentation stand out.

Here is one of our prop makers doing the lettering for 
Professor Marvel’s cart. 

What will your showman or woman be called?

15
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Creative writing activities

Become a poet (though you didn’t know it)
When all the world is a hopeless jumble
and the raindrops tumble all around…

Do you recognize these lines? It is the opening of Somewhere Over the Rainbow, a song about 
longing for happier times and for your dreams to come true.

• Have a go at creating your own poem with these two lines as the opening.  
 Write them first and then keep writing. 

• Set a timer for five minutes and keep your pen moving all that time.  
 You will be amazed what you come up with when you don’t think too hard! 

• If you get stuck, repeat the first line and it may take you off in a different direction. 

• Read the poems out loud and you will notice that where you stop to breathe,  
 or pause for effect, then you will find that that is where the natural line endings should be. 

• Edit your poem by tweaking any words you are not quite sure of and keep in everything  
 that your listeners liked!

Top Poetry Tip: It doesn’t have to rhyme and you need to be especially careful that you don’t force a 
rhyme, but if you are very keen on rhyme and rhythm, try the next exercise.
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Creative writing activities

Have a good time with rhyme

E.Y. Harburg, who wrote the lyrics to the original songs for the 1939 MGM film of The Wizard of 
Oz, loved to have fun with rhyme in the middle and at the ends of lines, stitching words together as 
playfully as a modern rapper. 

We’re off to see the Wizard
The wonderful Wizard of Oz
We hear he is a whiz of a wiz
If ever a Wiz there was
If ever oh ever a wiz there was
The Wizard of Oz is one because…

• Think of a journey real or imagined. It should be a journey on foot  
 (or train, not car – there isn’t enough rhythm on a car journey). 

• Write down four nouns and four verbs associated with that journey. 

• Then write down as many rhyming words as you can think of for each of your  
 eight original words. 

•  It may help to walk around the room, looking at your words, to get into a rhythm.  
 Harburg’s words give the rhythm to skipping along the Yellow Brick Road. 

• Start to work out the poem out loud before you begin to write it down.  
 You have to use as many of the rhymes you have written down as possible, so the  
 original idea of your journey will change and it will begin to take on a life of its own. 

• Experiment with putting rhymes at the end of lines and in the middle.  
 What is the effect of having a whole run of  
 rhyming words one after the other? 

• When you perform your poem,  
 you should find it hard to stand still  
 as the rhythm will want you to move. 

• Now all you need is a composer  
 to write you some music and you’ll  
 have a hit on your hands!
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Professor Marvel’s guide to Kansas

‘Welcome everyone to my favourite place on earth: Kansas!’

• Kansas is a state in the United States of America.

• It takes its name from the river Kansas, which takes its name from the Kansa,  
 the original tribe who lived in the area.

• The word Kansa translates roughly as “people of the wind”  
 – Kansas is a very windy place (see Professor Marvel’s guide to tornadoes).

Professor Marvel needs a little nap and would like you to take over, can you find out some more 
things about Kansas?

1. What is the average temperature?

2. What would the weather in Kansas be like in a typical year?

3. Kansas is surrounded by four other American states, can you name them?

4. What are the main crops grown in Kansas?

5. Is Kansas mainly flat or mainly hilly?

6. When Dorothy was a little girl, were there more people  
 living in the countryside (rural communities) than in the cities.  
 Is it the same today?  
 What might have changed?

Can you find the state of Kansas on this map of the U.S.A.? Colour it in.

exteNsIoN actIvIty: Why do you think the boundaries of the states have such straight lines, especially in the middle and 
western states? see if you can find out.
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Professor Marvel’s guide to tornadoes

Kansas is a very hot place in summer and most of it is very flat too. Unfortunately this makes it an 
ideal place for a tornado, also known as a twister. This is how a tornado happens.

1. The ground is heated by the sun. 

2. The moist air starts to rise (a bit like my hot air balloon).

3. The warm air meets the cold dry air above and then it explodes upwards.

4. This makes a hole in the cloud layer above and a thundercloud builds up.

5. The storm begins and as the wind blows from different directions,  
 it causes the thundercloud to rotate.

6. A funnel drops out of the cloud towards the ground, creating a vortex of winds in its core.

7. What’s a vortex, you say?  
 Well, it’s a spiralling mass of air or water that sucks everything towards its centre,  
 like the water going down a drain.

8. If something is in the way of the tornado, it can be very badly damaged.  
 Animals and cars can be lifted up into the air and homes can be destroyed.

Note to teachers – with a hat and a false nose and glasses, why not go into role as Professor Marvel? you could ask the 
children to create the sound effects and actions of the tornado as you are describing them, then together or in small groups, 
they could work out a diagram to show the process.

TorNado picTure, JuNe 2, 1929, HardTNer, KaNsas; 
reprint from original negative. original image by Mamie rathgeber; 

copyright by Fay rathgeber June 17, 1929. © 2009 John K rathgeber.
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Professor Marvel’s guide to tornadoes

The wind began to switch
The house began to pitch
And suddenly the hinges started to unhitch! 

Tornadoes are measured on the Enhanced Fujita scale.

The strongest measurement on this scale is EF5 261-310 mph (miles per hour) – which causes 
incredible damage: cars can be thrown over one hundred metres and even strong buildings 
are swept away.

• Research the Enhanced Fujita Scale and see if you can decide what scale of tornado you 
  think hits Dorothy’s home.

exteNsIoN actIvIty

Murfreesboro, Tennessee  
Tornado damage  
april 10, 2009
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The wonderful music of Oz

Pitching Intervals

Did you know, a standard western musical scale is a sequence of 8 notes?

MAJOR SCALE

There are actually 7 different notes in the sequence with the first note (Do) played an octave higher 
at the end.

These notes are often simply referred to as the 1st, 2nd, 3rd, 4th etc note of the scale, or sometimes 
as the: Tonic, Super Tonic, Mediant, Sub Dominant, Sub Mediant, Leading Note, Tonic. 

MINOR SCALES vary slightly, but in both the harmonic minor and the melodic minor scales the 
mediant (third note) is flattened. 

HARMONIC MINOR up and down

MELODIC MINOR up and down
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The wonderful music of Oz

The ability to hear and sing different intervals within the scale – literally to jump from the first 
note to the sixth or the third note to the fifth – is really important. It helps us to sight read, to hear 
harmonies and to notate melodies.

Many well-known tunes from The Wizard of Oz help us to hear and pitch different intervals.

SOMEWHERE OVER THE RAINBOW 

  Some to where = an Octave

  Some to O(ver) = a Major 7th 

CHALLENGE! 

Try and jump from Some to O (missing out the where). 

Way to Up = Major 6th

NB: It doesn’t matter which key you are in (i.e. which note is the Do or tonic), all major and all minor scales 
follow the same pattern. the sequence of tones and semitones between each note is the same.  
so, in a major scale, the pattern is always: tone; tone; semitone; tone; tone; tone; semitone
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The wonderful music of Oz

WE’RE OFF TO SEE THE WIZARD

  We’re to Off = a perfect 4th

LULLABY LEAGUE

  Lull to a (by) = Major 6th

IF I ONLY HAD A BRAIN

  A to way = Major 3rd

  ‘ing’ to with = Minor 3rd 

  While a-way is a descending Major triad

  ‘ferr-ing with is a descending Minor triad

THE MERRY OLD LAND OF OZ

  Ha Ha Ha is an ascending Major triad

What intervals can you hear in other famous songs or nursery rhymes?
here’s some to start you off: 

•	 the	first	interval	in	My Bonny Lies over The ocean is a major 6th.
•	 the	first	interval	in	both	Baa Baa Black sheep and Twinkle Twinkle Little star is a perfect 5th.
•	 the	first	interval	in	away in a Manger is a perfect 4th.



24

The Winkies’ Song

The Winkies sing: O Ee Yah! Eoh ah! as they march to the Wicked Witch’s command.

It is a refrain Dorothy has heard before when Zeke, Hickory and Hunk back on the farm in Kansas 
are struggling with the heavy generator – a work song. The Winkies later tell Dorothy: ‘Ours was 
a song of pain.’ These Winkies are slaves and there is a long musical history of slave, army and 
labourer work songs. 

The Military Cadence is an army work song, often following a call and response structure.  
The word ‘cadence’ here refers to how many steps a marcher takes per minute  
(rather than to the musical close at the end of a phrase) and these songs are  
all about keeping in step, in time and in rhythm with each other –  
just as the Winkies do in The Wizard of Oz. 



The Winkies’ Song
continued

Here’s an example of a Military Cadence from the US Navy:

I don’t know, but it’s been said
Air Force wings are made of lead.
I don’t know, but I’ve been told
Navy wings are made of gold.

The aim of many traditional sea shanties was to keep large groups of sailors together whilst 
hauling on the lines. 

Haul Away Joe (Refrain)
Away, haul away. 
We’ll heave and hang together
Away, haul away, we’ll haul away Joe.

Many agricultural songs and, of course, african american work songs were sung while 
working on physically repetitive tasks and so are similarly rhythmic. Most were sung a cappella 
(unaccompanied) and there was much opportunity to improvise different words from verse to verse. 
Sailors, labourers and slaves alike all sung about their dreadful working conditions, hardship and 
escape. 

Follow the Drinking Gourd was a famous African American slave song of the mid 1800s. 
It held within it a code advising the slaves how to escape north into Canada. The Drinking Gourd 
referred to The Big Dipper constellation in the sky and there were other detailed instructions and 
directions described in the lyrics. A famous abolitionist, known as Peg Leg Joe, travelled from 
plantation to plantation teaching this song. 

When the sun comes up and the first quail calls, 
Follow the drinking gourd.
For the old man is a-waiting to carry you to freedom,
If you follow the drinking gourd.

The riverbank makes a very good road. 
The dead trees show you the way, 
Left foot, peg foot, travelling on 
Follow the drinking gourd. Etc.

Luckily for the Winkies, Dorothy is able to  
pour water over the Wicked Witch of The West,  
killing her and so she sets them free at last.

task
What physical task would you devise a work song for?
What words or vocal sounds would you use? 
What feeling would you want it to convey?

25
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The Overture

At the opening of the show, the orchestra plays the overture. 

Listen for familiar tunes and ask yourself, what is an overture for?
Fact File on The Overture:

• An overture is a piece of instrumental music played as an introduction to an opera,  
 oratorio or musical theatre show. Some overtures are performed as independent concert  
 pieces rather than just as preludes to a drama.

• Did you know that early operas in the 1600s did not have overtures? Instead, a simple  
 fanfare or chord was played to signal the start of the action. It was soon realised that the  
 audience needed more time to seware their ears for a ‘sung’ performance and  
 so the concept of an overture was developed.

• In 1769 Rousseau wrote in his Dictionary of Music: 
 A big audience always makes much noise and to  
 constrain them to silence a loud, striking opening  
 is necessary.

 Do you think the same is true of 21st Century  
 audiences?

•  It was the composer Gluck (1714-1787) who first  
 made musical links in his overtures to the  
 musical themes in his operas. He wanted the  
 overture ‘to prepare the audience for the plot  
 of the play’.

•  In their overtures, Mozart, Beethoven and Wagner  
 all quote musical phrases that will be heard later  
 in the opera. 

•  In musical theatre pieces, the overture often  
 becomes a ‘medley’ of songs that will be heard 
 later in the show. In films of musicals, the overture  
 also provides an opportunity to roll the titles and  
 credits.

task:
1. Listen to the overture to Gluck’s iphigenia in tauris. 
 It describes an approaching violent storm and leads straight into the first scene of the opera. 
 compare this to how the storm is musically illustrated in The Wizard of Oz.

2. Listen again to the overture and the entr’acte in The Wizard of Oz. 
 (an entr’acte is a piece of instrumental music played between acts in an opera or musical theatre show.) 
 close your eyes – what pictures does your mind conjure up?  
 What mood does the music evoke? 
 how many tunes can you spot?
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The Scarecrow’s quiz 

1. I’ve got my dates mixed up. 

 Can you help me put them in the right order by drawing a line to link each event  
 to the correct date?

2.  I’m none too clever, can you help explain a couple of things? 

 When the Tin Man sings:

 I’d be friends with the sparrows
 And the boy who shoots the arrows
 If I only had a heart

Who is the boy who shoots the arrows in Roman mythology?

3. The song goes on:

 Picture me … a balcony … above a voice sings low

Which Shakespeare play is the Tin Man  
referring to when he sings about a balcony?

The book The Wonderful Wizard of 
Oz is first published by L. Frank Baum

Andrew Lloyd Webber’s The Wizard of 
Oz opens at the Ed Mirvish Theatre.

The movie, The Wizard of Oz,  
starring Judy Garland as Dorothy  
is made by MGM

 2012

 1939

 1900



4. I get so confused! 

 What is the name of the architectural style,  
 which inspired the design of The Emerald City  
 in the new production of The Wizard of Oz? 

 Is it:

 ART AMERICANO

 ART DECO

 ART BUENO

The chrysler Building in New York city

The Scarecrow’s quiz 
continued

28
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Professor Marvel’s amazing miscellany

No. 1 – The four humours

The Scarecrow, The Tin Man and The Lion are in search of brains, a heart and courage, in order to 
feel complete. This need to possess a balance of emotions or temperaments in order to be healthy 
and ‘whole’ is not a new one. 

The Ancient Greeks and Romans believed that good health was dependent on keeping the 
‘Humours’ (literally bodily fluids) in balance. The Ancient Greek thinker Hippocrates defined the 
four main humours as Blood (which led to a ‘sanguine’ temperament), Yellow Bile (a ‘choleric’ 
temperament), Black Bile (a ‘melancholic’ temperament) and Phlegm (a ‘phlegmatic’ temperament). 
Blood was believed to be affected by the liver, Yellow Bile by the gall bladder, Black Bile by the 
spleen and Phlegm by the brain and lungs. 

Emotions such as courage, anger, despondency and calm were all associated with these 
temperaments. It was believed that all ill health and disease came about by these humours being 
out of balance – a medical philosophy that has been practiced in part until well into the twentieth 
century. 

Did you know that the Ancient Egyptians did not believe that the brain was important enough to 
preserve? During the ‘Mummification’ process, whilst the liver, lungs, stomach and intestines were 
washed and preserved, the brain was pulled out of the nose with a long hook and discarded. They 
believed that the heart, however, was the centre of intelligence and feelings, and so this was left 
inside the body.
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Professor Marvel’s amazing miscellany

No. 2 – The thing about slippers

In the original book of The Wizard of Oz the slippers, which Dorothy wears, were not ruby  
but silver. The new technology available to make colour films took full advantage of the use of 
colour and it was felt that red would be stronger. Dorothy isn’t the only one to get new shoes: 
Cinderella’s glass slippers were fur in the original tale. The Red Shoes, a story by Hans Christian 
Andersen, which was also made into a famous film, is about a pair of magic shoes, which force  
a girl to dance. 

Dorothy is able to go home when she clicks her heels together, but why doesn’t she know this 
earlier? Glinda says it’s because Dorothy wouldn’t have believed her if she’d told her sooner.  
If you think that the magic powers of the slippers, and what everyone knows about them, are a  
little inconsistent, you may be right. During the making of the 1939 film of The Wizard of Oz,  
there were a lot of arguments during the process of writing the script and different writers came 
and went. Glinda’s explanation may have been the best way of getting the shoes to fit the story 
(ouch, sorry folks, terrible pun!).
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Professor Marvel’s amazing miscellany

No. 3 – What’s in a name?

Dorothy’s surname is Gale.  
That’s quite significant.  
A gale is a very strong wind, and its synonyms include outburst, gust, eruption.  
In what ways do you think this fits Dorothy’s personality?
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Write a review of The Wizard of Oz

1. What date did you watch the show?  
 What is the name of the theatre?  
 What is the name of the composer, the director and the company putting on  
 The Wizard of Oz?

2. Include a very brief summary of the plot.

3. What are the main themes of The Wizard of Oz?

4. What atmosphere is created in the auditorium before the show and how?  
 What do you see and hear?

5. What different kinds of scenery and staging are used during the show?  
 Mention four different scenes where the stage is used in very different ways.

6. What elements of the set are non-naturalistic?  
 Why do you think this is and what effect does it create?

7. How is the historical time period (e.g. in the Kansas scenes or The Emerald City)  
 shown in the set, the dance numbers and costume?

8. How is the lighting used?  
 What colours and levels are used to create specific effects?  
 Give examples from at least two contrasting scenes.  
 Is it effective?

9. How is projection used and what effect does this create?
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Write a review of The Wizard of Oz
continued

10. What colour themes run through all the elements of the production  
 (lighting, sound costume etc)?  
 What statement does the designer’s choice of colour make about the themes  
 of the show and how?  
 Give examples from three contrasting scenes.

11. How do the actors communicate their characters through body, voice and  
 facial expression?

12. Can you see any influences from historic theatre practitioners, or film makers,  
 either in the overall design of the show or in the performances themselves?

13. What elements of naturalism or non-naturalism exist in musical theatre performances?  
 Give examples from The Wizard of Oz.

14. Can you draw any links or connections between other productions you may have seen?

15. How does the orchestral score help to tell the story?  
 Talk about three different themes and when they are used.

16. How do actors make the transition from speech to song? Give examples.

17. Was there anything you were particularly impressed with and why?

18. Was there anything you thought could have been done to better effect and why?

19. Finally, how do you think the piece worked together as a whole, how did all  
 the elements work together to create a performance that gave a particular  
 dramatic message?

KEY WORDS FOR A REVIEW OF THE WIZARD OF OZ:
projection			•			flying			•			revolve			•			gauze			•			ensemble

characterization			•			solo			•			overture			•			choreography			•			direction
design			•			composer			•			lyrics			•			musical	themes			•			reveal



BAUM AND BEYOND
The Wizard Of Oz is one of the most recognizable icons of North American 
culture. It has been interpreted, reinterpreted, parodied, plagiarized and 
performed across every medium. Its latest incarnation, Andrew Lloyd 
Webber’s creation, will take to the stage at the Ed Mirvish Theatre 
this December. Before we get there, we wanted to follow the 
long and winding road that takes us from L. Frank Baum’s 
canon to the present — and a 
little beyond! We’re definitely 
not in Kansas anymore.

1959
The popular 
ice skating 
show Holiday 
On Ice features 
a condensed 
version of The 
Wizard Of Oz.

1902
The first musical 
adaptation 
premieres in 
Chicago and 
then moves to 
Broadway in 1903.

1960
The premiere episode of The 
Shirley Temple Show was titled 
The Land Of Oz. 

1908
Dorothy, portrayed by 
Romola Remus, makes 
her first appearance on 
the silver screen in The 
Fairylogue And Radio-Plays, 
Baum’s first attempt to 
create a cinematic version 
of his Oz books. The 
multimedia event features 
film, stage performance 
and magic lantern slides. 
Baum goes bankrupt.

1910
A silent film based 
partly on the 1902 
stage musical and 

directed by Otis 
Turner, is released.

1925
Another silent film, featuring a 
young Oliver Hardy as the Tin Man 
makes its debut. It has very little in 
common with the original book but 
credits Baum’s son, L. Frank Baum 
Jr., as the screenwriter.

1939
The MGM classic starring Judy Garland is released.

1942
The 1939 film is adapted 
into a stage musical.

1957
Rainbow Road To Oz, a proposed 
Walt Disney live-action 
production, aired a preview on 
the Disneyland TV show. The 
show was abandoned.

1900
L. Frank Baum writes 
an original American 
fairytale — The Wonderful 
Wizard Of Oz.

1973
Pink Floyd releases 
their album Dark 
Side Of the Moon. 
The band insists that 
the synchronicity 
between the album 
and the 1939 film The 
Wizard Of Oz is purely 
coincidental. We’ll let 
you be the judge.

1974
The animated 
film Journey 
Back To Oz is 
released as the 
official sequel to 
the 1939 classic.

1971
The Turkish 
Wizard Of Oz 
features Ayşa 
instead of 
Dorothy.

1975
The Tony 
award-winning 
The Wiz puts Oz 
in the context 
of African-
American 
culture.

1976
Oz is an Australian reimagining of 
the classic film transferred to hard-
rocking 1970s Australia. 1985

Return To Oz is 
Disney’s unofficial 
sequel to the classic; 
it incorporates many 
characters from 
Baum’s sequels.

2003
Maguire’s novel 
is adapted 
into a Tony 
award-winning 
Broadway smash 
hit musical. 

1986
A full anime adaptation of 

Baum’s books called The 
Wonderful Wizard Of Oz is 
created. The 52 episodes 
were dubbed and edited 

by HBO in 1987.

2005
The Muppets’ Wizard of Oz premieres 
at the Tribeca Film Festival.

1987-89
The 1939 film is adapted for 

stage again, this time for the 
Royal Shakespeare Company. 

It is truer to the screenplay 
than the adaptation from the 

’40s. This reimagining was the 
first production at the newly 
refurbished Elgin Theatre in 

Toronto in 1989.

1987
The Wizard Of 
A.I.D.S is an 
adaptation 
used as an 
educational 
play about 
A.I.D.S.

1995
The Wizard Of 
Oz In Concert: 
Dreams Come True 
is a star-studded 
benefit concert 
at New York’s 
Lincoln Center.

1995
Gregory Maguire’s 
novel Wicked 
reimagines the story 
of the Wicked Witch 
of the West.

1978
The film version of The Wiz, 
starring Michael Jackson 
and Diana Ross, is released.

2000
The Wonderful 
Wizard Of Oz, 
based on Baum’s 
novel, premiered 
at the Toronto 
Civic Light Opera.

2013
The animated 
film Dorothy 
Of Oz hits the 
big screen.

2013
Oz: The Great And 

Powerful, a live-action 
film about the Wizard’s 
arrival in Oz is set for a 

March release.
2006
Apocalypse Oz 
is a short-film 
hybrid between 
The Wizard Of Oz 
and Apocalypse 
Now.

2006
My Way Home, the 
title of the 100th 
episode of Scrubs, is 
an homage to The 
Wizard Of Oz.

2007
The Sci Fi Channel 
released a mini-series 
starring Zooey Deschanel 
and Richard Dreyfuss 
called The Tin Man — a 
reimagined science fiction 
version of Dorothy’s tale.

2010
Scott Stanford’s novel 
Dorothy: The Darker 
Side Of Oz is a modern 
retelling of Baum’s 
original story.

2011
Oz — The Wonderful Wizard is a full-length 
ballet choreographed and directed by 
Giorgio Madia for Staatsballett Berlin. 

December
2012

Andrew Lloyd Webber’s 
spectacular new stage 

production takes 
the stage at the 

Ed Mirvish Theatre. 



35


